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Why Project Hope?

The Question has come up th
Project Hope?0 Letds face i
time consuming. Giving to others in this way, especially so
soon after Trunk or Treat, is over and beyond what other
churches are doing in Apple Valley. I think this is a great
qguestion because i f we dono

and bitterness can take over our hearts.

IFirs€ 18t me give you a little bit of history. It all started in 2005. | wanted us to do
something for Christmas beyond our normal activities: Christmas Sermons, a Chris
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mas Performance, and Christmas Eve Service. So, around the dinner table one evening

staff hel ped me an idea
everyone to find people during the Christmas Season th
needed to know they were loved, or to meet a special 4
need. The point was to take our focus off ourselves and Fro = Ct T
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it on others. The guidelines for 25 Days were simpeGive f’i
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anonymously, graciously, and personally, and in such a
we meet a need or offer a
t%e narhe of Jesus Chtiatso asked that everyone that par-
ticipated in 25 Days, send me an endafour Storyd about their experience of giving.
On the Sunday after Chri st mas, |

(¢

acts of love. 25 Days of Christmas became our Christmas tradition.

Move forward 7 years. 025 Days of Chr
lenge for us as a body. At the same time, we wergliaking our tradition of doing a
Christmas musical/performance. Our community mailout brought maybe @&06ple

attending each performance. And we were looking for a way to reach more peopleli

our communityd in a BIG WAY. As a staff, we began discussing impossible dream
Could wecombin¢he specialness of meeting the needs of our community and their
need to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ? What would that look like? Could we do {
impossible by giving beyond anything that we had ever done before? Would the

Church go for it? Would God bless it?

So, E @pl’emt)errimZ we approached you with the idea of Project Hope and you
0Yes! 6 We had no idea what we were g-6
response and the need in the community. The first night of Project Hopefarassas
a body to be blessed by our Worship Team and the Gospel presentation. That first
year was the story of a runaway girl and her restoration with her family and discove

ing Godds | ove. Jenny Bussee made d¢

Saturday night, somewhere around 350 people showed up for food baskets. We o
had about 80 baskets. | was having to choose who would get a basket and who w

not . I't was horrible. I't was breaki ng

he

Continued

we

ounwr ap
hs&l Aok Ror that day. The stories were amazing for their creativity, sacrifice, and true
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Project Hope

s Friday, December 16: 7 P. M: Presentation.

§ Saturday, December 17: 7 P. M: Presentation & Christmas
Dinner Basket Distribution. Sign up for Food Basket
Donation in the lobby. -

s Sunday, December 18: 7 P. M: Presentation
& Toys Distribution.
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Overreact Much?

Parent&! mBke the critical mi stake of e
, the time. This is a quick way to estab
someti mes they certainly do things that warran
circumstances they should be few and far bet we
pray wil | guide you in the future; nudge often

**Nudge Y®futren:eens need nudging more than anyt.t

recognition of sometihinhgratl|l yomebnéetgeodi ck un
el bow to increace abotentiontalkbdesyg big | eap of
nudge. See an example of a good friend or a pa
clearly with a |little nudge. Effective parents
week. These are beautiful, simple moments that
** Coach SomeBemed:hi ng better thanitahgseadr € 0ac
|l onger interactions than the quick nudge, wher
unacceptable or identify something that was no
work in evedltgpeeuglzetribpeyoi nts because it buil
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Why Project Hope? Continued from page 1

write their names on a family sharijng ¢
on every card. | told them if they would come back the next night and bring that
card, | would have a food basket for them. On Sunday morning, we talked abqut

the shortage and what we needed. We collected enough money to cover whajwe
needed and then sent member shoppingg t

Altogether, | think we made a total of 16010 food baskets that year. God
was amazing in His Grace. You were amazing in your sacrifice.

Sunday night of Project Hope was for toys. Fortunately, we had collect¢d a
lot of toys and we learned from the previous night. We gave out tickets jn
the same number as available toys, so everyone who came in would kijow if
we had enough toys for them. But we ran into the problem of not being able to match up age appropriate toys for

each child. Again, when the performance started it was standing room only throughout the church.

We were alsonot preparetbr the Spiritual Respongethose who attended the presentation to the Gospel of Jesup
Christ. Each night we had 28D adults and students and another-18 children come forward during the altar call gn
both Saturday and Sunday nights. We didndt have dgnou

to follow up all those people. We really underestimated the power and the grace of God.

Every year for the last 6 years, we have sought to do Project Hope better than the year before. We know whatjto
expect now and we have learned to handle the crowds and o streamline the distribution of food and toys. But jow

we have a potentially new problem.

Somehowthis year there seems to be some wavering. | think in part, that the problem has been that we have
assumed that everyone knows why we have been doing Project Hope. As we have added new people, perhagls | have
not done as well as | can in helping us keep the vision of Project Hope before us. Which is why | have taken tifne to

write this article.

| know we are better than this. | know you care about
our community. But | cannot ignore the whispers, the
chall enging questions of

to give beyond ourselves, yet again.

.
Ok, |l etds be up froWIt-IYanc%l
PROJECT HOPE? "

101t 6s of t he Ch admrMathevw Jesus
is sharing another parable, this time about the judgment
to come. And he defines the difference befTherteerKingwile r
say to those on his right, 6Come, you who are bl gsse
the world. Fdmwas hungnand you fed me. | whgsty and you gave me a drink. | avaBangerand you invited me intg
your home. | wasiked and you gave me clothing. Isigksand you cared forme. Ilwaxison and you v si t
these righteous ones wil/ reply, 6Lord, when did Jwe

drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? When did we ever see you sigk or in |
Vi sit you?d 0lAehybu theltreth, Khemygu did it o bne of the least 6f these my brothers and sigters, yo

were doing it to rheMathew 25:3840, NLT

20l t 6s Meant to .GrSeevt ®aurndti gdeét t.iArjustdhe oghttideave wilgreapdnbgart i
vest of bl essing iwhenever walhave the opmpitunitg, wel ghould dolg@od teéespecisly t

those i n t h®laidnsedd, NLly of faith. o

Continued from page 8
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